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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a drying system 
for drying a semiconductor wafer, capable of minimizing 
a time for exposing the wafer with outdoor air in a short 
operation cycle. 

SOLUTION: The drying system comprises a bathtub for rfl 

deionized water, a processing bath having an elevator for 5: 

vertically moving the wafer in and out of the bathtub, an _ S 

unloading stage for placing the dried wafer, a cover body ? * \ EZ^ wF i ^P* 

opened at a bottom of the cover body to constitute a J ""|~LirB^i JE SSE S — [ 

cavity formed to house the wafer, a wafer chuck , I I * ) Lga£S^-l* ( ^ 

disposed in the cavity to operate to hold/release the U ^**t" ' J 

wafer, a gas supply unit formed integrally with the cover ^f*~ L 4 jjJL " ^ 

body, having a gas supply opening opposed to the cavity * ^ 

and capable of injecting gas in the wafer held in the 

cavity by the chuck, and a cover having a drive means 

for moving the cover body, between the processing bath 

and the unloading stage. 
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